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KERUV 

Our goal with KERUV is to help couples, parents, ex-
tended families and synagogues deal with issues re-
garding interfaith relationships and marriage. Initially 
developed by the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, 
Keruv, pronounced Kay-roov, means "to draw near".  
 

We are delighted to again invite Rabbi Leana Moritt 
to facilitate our sessions. Rabbi Leana Moritt is the 
founder of Thresholds: for the Jewishly Curious - a 
Jewish life education and interfaith resource consul-
tancy. Under Thresholds, Rabbi Moritt teaches and 
counsels interfaith families, Jews and new Jews. She 
is also the rabbi and spiritual leader of the Roosevelt 
Island Jewish Congregation 
 

The Facts 

Interfaith marriage is a common contemporary 
phenomenon. According to the National Jewish 
Population Survey of 2000-2001 
31% of married Jews are intermarried. 
33% of intermarried Jews raise Jewish children. 
47% of Jews who wed between 
 1996 and 2000 married non-Jews. 
Intermarriage raises important questions that deeply 
affect the couple as well as the broader family. “How 
should we raise our children?”  “How do we manage 
the relationship between our Jewish and non-Jewish 
relatives?” 

Keruv  

The Changing Face of the  

Modern Jewish Family 

The Jewish family ,once characterized by mother, 
father and children, has been eclipsed by social re-
ality. According to the most recent Jewish popula-
tion survey (2000-01) almost half of Jewish marriag-
es today are intermarriages; many marriages (again 
almost half) result in divorce; Jews marry later and 
have fewer children. We know also that there is a 
substantial percentage of Jews who remain single, 
either by choice or by situation, and have created a 
new demographic category: single mother/parent 
by choice. The last decade has seen a rapidly in-
creasing political and social recognition of same 
sex families that biologically conceive or adopt. 
 
Our social terrain has changed, remarkably and ir-
revocably. Now we must begin a dialogue that 
moves us from the recognition of diversity to the 
advocacy of pluralism. In social scientific terms, di-
versity and pluralism are not synonyms. Diversity is 
variety – pluralism is an acceptance of and engage-
ment with diversity. 

Rabbi Leana Moritt  
Rabbi, Roosevelt Island Jewish Congregation, RIJC.org.   

Founder & Director, Thresholds: For The 
Jewishly Curious, a Jewish life education 
and interfaith resource consultancy,  
JewishThresholds.org.  Under Thresholds, 
Rabbi Moritt teaches and counsels inter-
faith families, Jews and non Jews.  Spiritu-
al Care at Home for the Elderly 
www.jfedgmw.org/chaplaincy 
Rabbis Without Borders Fellowship Alumna, Singing to 
Soothe the Soul: Kol Zimra and Hebrew chanting. 

If you would like to attend, 
please call the Temple Emanuel office 
201.391.0801 or e-mail keruv@tepv.org 

 

Keruv Committee of Temple Emanuel 
Alayne Pick, chair 

Vikki Boden, Susan Chaikin,  
Len and Rita Messinger, Elaine Padva 

 

RSVP’s to all events strongly appreciated by not required. 

KERUV 

Nurturing Strong Jewish 

connections in our interfaith 

and diverse families 

2016-2017 

http://RIJC.org
http://JewishThresholds.org
http://www.jfedgmw.org/chaplaincy


KERUV: Accepting and Engagement with Diversity 

not just for interfaith families 
a little bit for everyone 

 

Congregational Trips 2016-2017 
Watch the eBulletin for complete details 

 

Wednesday November 4 , 2016 from 12-3PM 
JCC of Rockland County 

Famous Nathan:  
A Family Saga of Coney Island, the American 
dream, and the perfect hot dog. 
 

Sunday December 11 ,2016 
Oradell Bergen Players presents: 

The Emperor's New Clothes 
for kids! 
Based on Hans Christian Andersen’s satirical tale, two con-
men wreak havoc at Wits Ends Palace when they present 
their Emperor with a special gift: an exquisitely beautiful 
"magic" suit of clothes, invisible to all but the wisest of 
men.  
 

Sunday January 29 ,2017 
Congregational Trip and Broadway Theater: 

Dear Evan Hansen 
Watching “Dear Evan Hansen,” is like falling 
down a rabbit hole that leads back to high 
school. Steven Levenson’s book for this bit-
tersweet musical captures both the humor and the pathos 
of a hopeless misfit (played to perfection by Ben Platt) who 
achieves popularity through no fault of his own.  Belasco 
Theater, Broadway. 

Save The Experience 

HELLO DOLLY  

Bette Midler on 
Broadway in April 

These intimate sessions are designed to 
reach and touch traditional and interfaith 
families.  Rabbi Leana Moritt will help us 
challenge mind and heart, while upholding 
Jewish traditions. 

KERUV & TE Continuing Education 
Book Discussion 

Wednesday February 1, 2017 from 7:30-9:30 PM 
The Dinner Party by Brenda Janowitz 

Skype Conversation with author 
This book is about an upper middle class Jew-
ish family in Connecticut. One daughter mar-
ries an Italian-American man from a working 
class family while the younger daughter, in 
medical school, is involved with a son of the 
Rothchild family. There are conflicts, eventual-
ly resolved. Entertaining, poignant, hysterical. 

 

Location: temple Emanuel from 7:30-9:30 PM 

Thursday November 17, 2016  
Let's Talk About It: 
Stories of success and/or  
getting it not so right 
 

Location: temple Emanuel 
from 7:30-9:30 PM 
 
 

Thursday December 15, 2016  
The holidays in all our 
families: How we deal! 
 

Location: temple Emanuel 
from 7:30-9:30 PM 

 
 

Thursday January 19, 2017  
Mama Drama: 
Jewish mothers are the most easily 
maligned image of Jewish women 
found in movies and television. 
Come watch hilarious film clips from 
Goodbye Columbus, The Jazz Singer, Portnoy's Complaint , 
some rare Yiddish films, and recent Israeli features. Discus-
sion to coincide. 
 

Location: temple Emanuel from 7:30-9:30 PM 

Monday March 13, 2017 (Shushan Purim) 
Changes of the Heart: 
Jewish Women Sharing the Torah of Our lives. 
Share with daughters and sons, 
granddaughters and grandsons, 
nieces and nephews, and beloved 
friends: the stories of lives with 
their challenges and lessons and, 
ultimately, love. A symposium led 
by our women rabbis! 
Rabbi Monosov, Rabbi Kniaz, Rabbi Moritt 
 

Location: temple Emanuel from 7:30-9:30 PM 
 

Monday May 15, 2017 
Facing loss in a traditional or interfaith family: 
comfort, grieving, and different traditions 
Location: temple Emanuel from 7:30-9:30 PM 
 

Wednesday June 7, 2017 
Our Jewish dreams for our  
children and grandchildren 

Location: temple Emanuel from 7:30-9:30 PM 

http://variety.com/t/dear-evan-hansen/
http://variety.com/t/ben-platt/

